Discussion
In the crystal structure of 2,6-dichlorobenzaldehyde the benzene ring and chlorine atoms form a plane with an r.m.s. deviation from planarity of0.0252 Ä. The aldehyde group is twisted from planarity with values of the torsion angles Z.C6-C1-C7-01 being -27.3(4)° and Z.C2-C1-C7-01 being 152.6 (3)°. The corresponding values for crystal structures containing unsubstituted benzaldehyde molecules and deposited in the Cambridge Structural Database [2] range from 9.5° to 0.08° and 171.3° to 180.0°, respectively. There are only nine structures of benzaldehyde halogen derivatives in which two halogen atoms are both in ortho position relative to the -CHO group. The arrangement of the benzene ring and the aldehyde group varies from parallel to perpendicular. The most similar conformation to the one described in this paper is reported for the structure of 2,4,6-tribromo-5-hydroxybenzaldehyde [3] , where the torsion angles for one from two molecules in the asymmetric unit are -27.7° and 152.2°. In contrast, the structure of a compound with a close chemical similarity to the reported aldehyde, 2,6-dichlorobenzoic acid [4] , has its caiboxyl group in a nearly perpendicular position to the plane of benzene ring with corresponding torsion angles of -88.1(3)° and 91.8(3)°. The most important features for the packing of 2,6-dichlorobenzaldehyde are stacking and short-contact interactions. Stacking is observed along [001] and the distance between planes of neighboring rings is 3.426 Ä. The closest stacking distances exist between the following atoms: C6-C1 at x-1 ,y,z, C4-C5 at x-l,yj: and C6-C12 at x-l,yj. They are equal 3.434(4) Ä, 3.454(4) Ä and 3.527(3) A, respectively. There are three types of weak interactions in which distances between atoms are at least 0.13 A shorter than the van der Waals distances. One of them is 01-C7(x+l,y,z), and the respective distance is 3.050(4) Ä. The hydrogen atom H3(l +x,X-y,te+z) participates in other two weak interactions with the Ol and C12 atoms. The distances 01-H3(1 +x,H-y, 1 A+z) and C12-H3(l+x,^-y,^+z) are 2.516 Ä and 2.814 Ä, respectively, while the angles 01-H3-C3(1 +x,Vi-y,\i+z) and C12 H3-C3(l +x,U-y, 1 A+z) have values of 133.8° and 156.9°, respectively. The weak interaction 01-H3-C3(1 +x,te-y,U+z) is similar to this observed in a crystal structure of 2-nitrobenzaldehyde [5, 6] . 
